GIRLS’ VOICES 2008-2009
Please read carefully
Thursdays
2:35-4:30

Merrill Middle School 

Room 135 – Family and Consumer Science Room
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The first group will be Thursday, September 25th.  The group continues through the end of May.  Girls’ Voices is free and is funded by the Chrysalis Foundation for Women.
[image: image2..pict]~Group will be cancelled for inclement weather when Merrill dismisses school or cancels after school activities or at the discretion of the group facilitators.

SOME OF THE TOPICS THAT WILL BE COVERED IN GROUP:

LEADERSHIP
ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT
RESILIENCE

GROUP LIMIT: 

Girls’ Voices is limited to 30 girls because of our grant requirements.  Due to the popularity of the group, there is an application process.  Each girl that would like to participate in the group must fill out a student application and parent permission slip—both must be returned by Wednesday, September 10th.  

The applications will be reviewed by the facilitators and a committee of former group members to determine which 30 girls will participate for the 2008-2009 school year.  The forms must be completely filled out including all emergency information to be reviewed and considered.  If the permission form is incomplete it will be returned to you and your form will not count as being turned in until it is fully completed and returned again.  

RETURN APPLICATIONS AND PERMISSION FORMS TO CARLA RIDGELY IN 

ROOM 117 BY THE END OF THE SCHOOL DAY ON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH.  
Girls not a part of the first 30 members selected will be on a waiting list and 

may be added to the group at a later date if spots open.

ATTENDANCE POLICY:

All members of Girls' Voices are allowed a total of 6 absences for the entire year—exceptions are not made for sports or other extracurricular activities.  After the 6th absence you may be let go from the group or not allowed to participate on field trips.  If you arrive to group after 3:00, you must have a pass from the teacher you were with and it will count as an absence.
EXPECTATIONS:
We would like to form a leadership team of girls from all three grade levels to help with the planning and facilitating of the groups throughout the year.  We will form a list of group rules at our first meeting.  

If you are not following the group rules that are created and agreed upon, one of the facilitators will talk to you about the issue.  If the problem continues, you may be let go from the group and a letter or phone call may be made to your parent or guardian.  
Confidentiality Policy ~ everything that is said in group, stays in group.  Sometimes we talk about very personal issues in Girls' Voices.  If one of the group members shares something about themselves or their family, it is very important that the information stays in group, that girls are not gossiping about it, or spreading it around the school.  Group is a safe and respectful place for everyone.  If facilitators become aware that someone has shared sensitive information outside of group about another member, the person who shares the information may be let go from Girls’ Voices.  
LATE BUS INFORMATION:  

Girls may ride one of the late buses home after group if there is a stop close to your home.  Go to the main office for information on late bus stops and arrival times.  The late buses usually leave around 4:00.  You must sign up in the main office to ride the bus during the day before lunches are over at 12:52.  At the end of group you will be given a pass to ride.  If you are riding the late bus, you will want to bring anything you are taking home with you to group.  You will not be dismissed from group until the late buses arrive.
*Transportation arrangements need to be made prior to
 group starts so that group is not disrupted*
FIELD TRIPS: 

We usually go on at least two field trips each year – one in December or January and one in May.  There may be other opportunities for trips during the year as well.  A signed permission slip is required each time we go on a field trip.  The permission slip must be returned to Carla by the deadline specified on the permission slip.  No exceptions will be made.  This allows us to secure transportation and the correct amount of tickets or funds for the field trips.
GIRLS' VOICES FACILITATORS:
~Carla Ridgely, SUCCESS Case Manager @ Merrill, 242-8361
~Joy Esposito, After-School Group Facilitator, 274-2285
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